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A. Lent’s purpose is to prepare us to renew our sharing in Christ’s Death-Resurrection, our 

Baptism which immersed us into Christ’s Risen Body, the Church. 
 

B. Out of the isolation of sin (self-preoccupation, fear, anger) into a joyful solidarity with all other 
believers. 

 
C. At the Vigil and/or Easter morning we renew our baptismal promises which include a three-

fold “turning away” from the devil/evil and a three-fold “turning toward” the persons of God-
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 The devil “divides.” 

 The persons of God are a communion of love for mission of ecstatic love (agape). 

 Our renewal of Lent to Easter to Pentecost moves us into ever greater sharing in the 
dynamism and all embracing love of the Trinity. 
 

D. The title of today’s presentation reminds us that part of the Lenten journey each year 
necessarily involves a purification of all aspects of our life, striving to reach the deepest core 
of all reality where we are one together in the Lord’s love: we “wake up” to Risen Life, 
something deeper than the words we so easily voice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A. One of the teachings of Vatican II was that the Church herself is always in need of “reform”; a 
holy Church but imperfect members; structures of the Church in need of purification and 
renewal. 

 The process of “formation-deformation-transformation” happens not only on the 
personal level but also on the communal level. 

1) Our rituals and devotions need to be re-examined; as well as our methods 
and rationale for missionary activities. 

 
a. Are we as a Church/community embodying a 

“message” that is “transparent?” 
b. How are we together practicing “accountability”? 

 
 Consider the comparison/symbolism or process of dedicating a Church and the 

baptism of the Christian. 
 

B. The Church’s first mission is listening: we are called into being together through a shared word. 
 Before Scripture is read in private, it is heard in Church/assembly/Eucharist. 
 Church is called or summoned into being by the proclamation of the Word (we 

are not “self-generated”). 

Introduction and overview regarding the four week series 

Part One: Personal holiness in the context of the community’s holiness […sin is isolation and  
                  division; Christ’s salvation creates a renewed humanity, a community]. 
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 The Scripture we hear together is not a “romantic reconstruction” of past scenes 
but present reality, a “real presence,” a continuity of community from Jesus to 
this place, this time. 

 Dynamic inspiration of Scripture: a Word always coming to life (ex. Luke 4 and 
Jesus “reading”/embodying Isaiah 61). 

 Consider Scripture not so much as an “object” but a process, a movement out of 
self, a movement of the whole Church, toward conversion  
(example of John 14:1-6). 
 

Do we let the Word challenge all we do?  Do we “read”/ proclaim  
the Word as a remembrance of the past or a dynamic movement? 

 
 
 
Part Two: Sin and grace: the role of conversion on a personal and communal level 
 
 

A. The first three questions of baptismal promises always refer to what we are setting aside, the 
“things” from which we turn away so as “to live in the freedom of the children of God”. 
 

B. The temptations most of us face flow from the cultural influence in which we have been 
raised (individualism, competitive, not admitting our limitations or vulnerability). 

 Responding to these deeply engrained tendencies requires facing/experiencing 
some “crisis” of “deformation” (loss, failure, sickness or “dis-comfort” in general). 

 Forgetting of self and any prideful sense of self-perfection by examining all our 
relationships, commitment and specified community (“support group”). 

 
C. How should we understand “sin” (our “shadow side”)? 

 There is “original sin” – the inherited tendency within every person to be “closed” 
to God’s initiative and to relationship with others; this sin removed via Baptism. 

 Social sin, structural environmental sin (prejudice, abuse, inequalities) a “chain” 
of evil… 

 Personal choices: 
1) Choosing something wrong with full awareness and full freedom. 
2) A refusal to accept my own gifts, responsibility, power. 
3) Not reaching our personal potential (and thus blocking others as well). 
4) Addictive behavior (and its impact on myself and others). 
5) Refusal to get involved or becoming indifferent to pain and suffering of 

others (omission). 
 

D. Conversion: retrieval of the “past” (personal and communal “truth”/struggles now integrated). 

 From individual perfection to care/compassion. 

 Stages and types of conversion (to God, to Christ, to Church). 

 Acceptance/surrender to God/other and the realities and limitations of life 
(diseases, suffering, loss). 

 
E. What of the “devil” and his power?  How do we “spell” evil? 

 
Do I see myself as truly concerned and committed to the “salvation” 
of others in this given community and in my particular family? 
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Part Three: Contemplating the God who contemplates me (and all of us) 
 
Image of “St. Apollinaris – in – Classe,” Ravenna, Italy 
 

A. We can learn new aspects of “real presence” via Eastern tradition of icons. 

 For the Eastern Church, the image in the icon is “in communion with what it represents” 

 Icon of Apollinaris shows the saint as seeing himself in communion with Christ (He looks 
upward to the cross and sees the “events” of his current ministry as sharing in and 
manifesting Christ’s Death-Resurrection). 

 Icon reflects the effect of God’s presence in/through Jesus or a saint; the icon is a “window” 
inviting or drawing you into a relationship, into a new way of seeing yourself as a “bearer of 
light” – Christ’s light (note this is the antithesis of Satan or Lucifer!). 

 In icons, no “profiles” (unless it’s the devil). 

 We enter into active communication with the one praying or represented. 

 Icon becomes an “intercessor” or “active mediator”; we become holy as we gaze upon their 
presence and God’s holiness shining through them. 

 Being in the presence of the Lord via icon/Eucharist helps us arrive at a state of “discipling” 
our passions; passion is transfigured, that is held in relation to God. 

 Redemption: becoming ourselves an icon, better yet, part of the icon of Church with the 
Holy Spirit “filling in the colors”. 

 
B. God the “first contemplative.” 

 Within the Trinity God gazes upon Himself. 

 As we consider God contemplating us, I see myself as in relation to Him and all 
others whom He loves equally. 

 I begin to see others not for what they can do for/against me but as they are in relation to 
God. 

 I also look at all creation with the eyes of God’s presence and love and see all things 
as “icons” of God’s activity. 
 

Consider a new way of praying:  
     a. Letting God take delight in you      
     b. Resting in God’s Trinitarian delight 

 
 

Conclusion 
 
 

A. Communion with Christ means communion with all others loved, being held and “beheld” by 
Him.  It also means all prayer and life are resting in God’s Trinitarian Communion. 
 

B. We learn to be still and comfortable with being gazed upon. 
 

C. Like the prodigal children of the parable, the journey to Easter is learning to believe that God 
the Father is unchanging in His love and desire for us. 

 Grace is God’s no to our no! 
 All this is represented in the death of Christ: our human refusal of unmerited love is 

also the divine refusal of all our denials and resistence. 
 

D. We “wake up” to being part of the “happening of God” going on unbrokenly in all reality. 
 

E. As I know God, I will know myself and understand myself-in-communion with all others! 
 

 
Think and pray about experiences of “Communion Deeper than Words” 


